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Editorial

Dear Friends,
=r==tingstoyouall!

_+~orship is now a popular term in medical circles, mainly for those at the edges of their
--~f=ssion. But the question of how and when eye surgeons become authors is a difficult
-~= and exactly who qualifies, depends on how you define the term. What does it really
-=antocallan ophthalmologist, also anauthor?

|
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~he meaning of the word 'author' has shifted significantly through history and has been the
<unject of intense scrutiny over the last 40 years. The earliest definitions are not associated
. +n writing per se, but rather denote 'the person who originates or gives existence to
anything'.

~ver the centuries, the relationship between the author and the text has changed. The

~arliest sacred texts are authorless, their origins lost in history. In fact, the ancient,
2nonymous origin of such texts serves as a kind of authentication. But, scientific texts
<=mand an author's name as validation. Text has become a kind of private property, owned
oy the author. With the rise of scientific method, on the other hand, scientific texts and
mathematical proofs were no longer seen as authored texts but as discavered truths. The
ever-present pressure of promotions and name-game only muddies the water further.

In this issue we salute the great personality Charles L Schepens for his unparalleled
contribution to the ophthalmic science. And then move on to the intricacies of Pterygium
management, Cosmetic Reformations. Some lightis thrown on the retinal arterial occlusions
and so also on management of traumatic cataract.

Pupil is also enlightened upon and the Quiz is made easier this time as we received only 4
correct entries in the last issue. Practical management of Dry Eye syndrome is very well
covered by the authors.

Ophthalmologists-as-author could help us to rethink a process, expand eye treatment
methods and elaborate our historical frame to incorporate all forms of ocular methodologies.
But while theories of medical authorship may change the way work is made, the primary
~oncern of both the reader and the critic is not who made it, but rather what it depicts and how
it depictsit.

Welcoming you all to our Annual UPSOS Conference at Jhansi from 25th to 27th October,
2013.
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