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:::.:lraaoralingtolrersonwithDisabiliilA(l'lqq5'r{\\eL['r\lLr'letr]rc-NllllonrlProgramrncforControl
i ,',.i,,*' iNFclel, Blindness rel'crs to ut'n'lition uhcrc periun sLrfl'ers frorn any of the tbllowing

- :.ailion nalnelv:

. foial absencc olsight; ot'

. \risllal ilcuity rot erceeding 6''60 or 20i200(Snellen) in bctter e]e evcn \!ith 'orre'tion 
lcnses: or

. Lirritationoffieldofvlsioll subtcndingangleof20deglceor-u'orsc' 
r

I he persons wilh Disabililies Aci, 1995 also recognizcs IoN vision es a category oI disabilit) and dcfines it

ls lollous:

''Pel son l\'ith lo\\ \'ision ' means a pelson u'ith impaimcnt of \'isual functioning e\ en afler r'atment or

'ior',.toia 
,"ti".ti r" concction but wilo uses or is potcntitlly capaLrle of usi11g vision for the pla ringor

"r".uiinnotutu.t 
tulth appropd ate as s islive de\ ice' l

The W HO rvorking dcfinition of Lo$ \1sion (wHC I 992) is as lbllo\\"s:

''A oerson *ith lorvIisionis one$'hohas inlpainnenl olr'isual furctionjng e\' r ,i1ler rreatmcnt an'L/ or

.;,i;;;;;:;; ";;;"iio". 
uoo r'". 

^ "iru"iacuity 
ofless then 6r l8 Lo lighr pcrception or a visual ricldof

i.." ifr"" iO dcsrees liom the poi11t of llxaiion, bLLt \\'ho uscs, ol is potcnliall! ablc to use vision for the

planning anclor:executi,ln ofa task". tr

'fhe Dornrs errohasrzecl a|e that il1 a slgnificantly rc'luced vision' r'isual perfonnance is aflected but that

,t.,.'.,iil.,.. ir,",lif,ri!dnbc used. flrii lastpoint is rery imporrairr ifrl'rerc is Llsable vlsion, tlaining to use

ih;iiision might be possible. 11 additiofi. this pcrson is not labelledblind'

The csiinated numbel ofpeople r'1sual11 inlpairctl rn th( \t'l1'l r\ l\5 nrlllion i9 rnillion blind and 2'16

.ifll,,"l "tirg 
i"t '.'iti.r,, CS i ofp"oplc u i'ual11 Inrpirrrcd rrtl t19 

" 
olallbliLrd ctc 501'ears andoldel r

lndia ptojects a higher numbel of blinLl peopLe Jt irtcrndtiorr'rl lot'tL \ bcuilrLsc of iIS dei-lnltion' lndia

.r.r",,iLuj,". u.orrra S rnillion blincl pcople 'rg3rn\r iq In il[]t nr !Lub'r1l\ -- tr hrch nrakes India scco[d highest

inuollds blind PoPulaLion. 
t'

Pconlc with 1o*'r'ision can remain iltdcpendcnt rnrl eorrtinrte tn lqxd tulLjlling iilcs \\ ith the hclp of lo\\'

',iI,,1a..iiiol i",rr" io.' tirino 
"iA' 

n or L b1 m'rlrng lurB\brgg<t 'rnd ['rrghter rvhile othcrs wolk l'r"v

:,i,;t;;;r;'r," ; t.lv n,o,." u,r ru'lio and hcalitrg' People $'1th lo\'\isio' can also reorganize th"'ir

., .i nnin.,t.,r \o" lt d'. \n"le."r .r\. l.rr'1 li e'P'i<'''"'r(rl'

N,,fenv Lo$ \.ision aids are a\ailablc \\.1l1ch can be pr-cscribcd to thc palicnts accordine to the patient's risual

slau.s. mcnlal stalus, lleed. occupation and \l orking andrcsidertialen!iro11nlcl11'

ODricrl LU\ tor dLstult lielring such as hanrl held,spectacle mounleLl lelescopes speclaclc model

,.i.t."Oa 
"r"l 

t ,tpii. t.lcr.up. .ri, 1'. ,rsccl lbr dislant tasks such as |ecognizitrg laces readhg blackboa|r1'

,ir".i t i-o,rt, ."*g, 
"irrg 

lehicles etc. Hor"ever spherical abc|rations rcdLrcedfieldofrision'decrcasedepth

perccption and cost can be liniting llctol
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r3ettrr. Contrast
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Poor Contra sr

Dntical L\A fot 11e.1MSiun SU\jh JS bllOCal spcc|aclcs. lland held,srand magniticrs' notcx (1i)r cLlrfen'\

in'"""ii.r,i"r, ."i." larlr hou,.hold .rctir ities such as reading easier fbr palients. Non-oplical aids su'h li
,nu-oach magntficanon, llghhrrg. uollh'ast cnha ceilent (lyposcopc) are oth€r def ices uscd lbl rcadir'_'

i.;,. ',;,.r:: ib;;.i;pn..ti....in.l'i.n...,,.1' iJc(cd rbcrr'(Jro!'rire .'.J'gr:r-rra 3\r ' < li '

i,r*in"i, 
"." "u,r.rt "'iome. 

as thc-v ari nuthai.l" ilcc hkcther countcrpdts, rndling 1t 
'1i[1icu1t 

forpelirr::'

., itil t.emnls an.l.,hil"doin-qusks that requile usc ofhands likc rvliting' etc

TIAND-HELD I\IAGXIIIEB T\ POSCOPE SI(l\A'tI;RE Ct IDE

tetttr !vritcr - to lYritc
straight lirie
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a{ittex - e utr(ftey
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.,,rh. r.,.!tt)rnrp.,rrcd.Tonrrn(arc)::,ll';j,J,;;;;il.,o.ra..,, forrhem smdrThore. anJ,ablct.

,,I)i.Iii'lJ;:XfXJil:;ili'.ff::l;i.'0,""ii"'l'n'.."'.';t;:l:*:1,:l!:;r'i,Ii,-J,lli'll;
::: 

":,;l "i;*" ''t, 
,'" 

'he 
de\ rce'' can'-er'' JIJ liPhr 'oJrce ' o rnagn i t] 

"''o' i'"'l''':":
mr qnills s likc closed-"it"ult r v t it't 

' 
ii'i"o"JJ" aitto'tioo fi"" uiewing' a large ficld oflierv and a verl

lari': range of magnitication levels'

i[,*,**ou,ru*o.r*:1","1:j:;lll;li:ll-j1;#::J;'J':'-Ylx"'l:Jffi1il1"lii:ii
.,,rh. r.r.rll) rnrp.rrrcd.lonrln(alc\r,'l' ,--. ^._.r-,ha\{^rt.l cis\ ror lhem. smdq.hore. anJ ,ablct.

rhc approach in mandg,* : ,ill:1 ]:l:1";:i,.:l_',:""i,,j;:ll,:ITJJ:::l;,.,Xi.T.':lii::l'H.disease" 

but

r.rlh-r.'.'n.'( n''l n',rll ' L be drnc' r(0rc'L

..ir"*"-.rii" ,t . "l'ion 
\1ith the help ofvilllal aids''

Rt'ftRl \CF.s 
I rloo^, \J..,nJl prorrarrnrc torr ,-,rul',lB rndrrc*-'ut'r'c

I u:,.ndn,.\Dr''D': :'rrd lrrr brr ! rD I n 
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.i. o otr. r.or"' r'npii' ewsonalr nicjrr,T\\ D,"lillli".r,o.,,,". 
",oiser.e\ 

and Relared Hcahh Problems

: \\'orld l{ealth Olganisation Intemallori. 
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